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Elegance in the Ordinary

And other shows worth seeing in New York

By Witiss Mivos
Pictures for Books:

Through March 27
Thoemat Roma dornt do
eany: He's a magor talent who
mmmhumrwmr

sections of his rative Brooklyn
bt evidenoe the decades of the
Boroagh's decling. It i ks re-
markable achievement to have
prosdaned works that ane sttrec-
thve, cven clegant, from such
unlflely material. Since 1980 be
s pabliched 11 boodo: the our
rent exhibition comprises al-

mast 100 black-and-white pic:
:uml'mml‘mdmrm

The strectacapes from

“Found in Brooklyn® have kois
of cychone fences, houses with
alumiram or asphalt uding,
ard gardens (lled with gasping
Dowers, scragely vines and un-
distingaiihed concrete staturs.
Mr. Roma's sophisticated cye
does not 0 moch make order
oul of this mix of stull as find
a podnt from which the extent
of the jumble can be properly
ascertained. The textunes of
worn buildieg materials are
treatied with enormous respect.
The black parithionsrs in
“Come Sunday™ are moatly
sheot stralght on; thelr relighous
fervor s presented an a simple

fact, a3 when & woman s a
white robe iv shown singing
into & microphone with her
eyes shut, a glisten of tears
ranning down her ace. The
pictures of the unprepossess-
Ing synagogues in “0n Three
Fullars™ are nof abaout architec
tare, but rather the quotidian
aapect the parsait of boliness
ansume o0 Brooklyn's sfreels.
Mr, Roma teaches ot Cobambia;
ks pletares are bessons in the
poa bl s of plotography.

graphs by Massimo Vieali pro-
vide 2 quick respite from & se-
were New York winter. The six
i were taken ot hatidory
sites in Sieily end Tarkey, and

are presented s T2-inch-by- 86
inch chromogende prints, One s
a diptych, and 5o twioe that
width, The techebgue that uni-
s these lange pictunes, and all

et than required leeches m
from therm. The offect s similar
o what you see just after com-
Ing. froen a darkened interior
omio a brilliantly Lt beach,

The bathers in “Scala del
Turchl Island, Sheily (20000
stand on a spit of the white
rock that projects into the pale
blue-green Mediterranean. Mr.
Witali wses an R-by-10-Inch view
CAT TS Wi AeLative reconds
each of the bathers in signifi-
cant detall. There s something
Lasgaid in their postures; they
are Jotus-eaters fading n the
intense light. “Fphesas, Tarkey
(2008 shows 8 gagEhe of phe-



