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Rambling Man

A review OF THOMAS Romas PreTures ror Books

Br AvExaxpea MuHLER

e Firsa s ol P e B, o o Bt 3t thae
Walksh Arn CGallery by Schocd el the Arts Professor and
Dhrcwnor of Pretograpln Thsomas Roms, i dochnd o
with photographs of Brookbn, Doa't worry-there s
w0 gro-for-beoke sunset shots of the Brookhn Bradge,
and mone of the plaintive sostalgis of FRHs bovs in
undorshants pleying stickbull s the cvemng bogins wo
pow. At lira, Rosa's disondorn] bmdwapos-vines,
fenoes, hanging bundry, comgened mostly in the mad-
dle gray noncs-barchy catch your cye.

Soy, the gl photographs compose them-
shes the ounee of 3 schephosc wire, barcky visabde,
proviocthy elrvmdes s chattered e, Three boss bl
wrours] a pieve of laming garbage are fonced in by the
wre ol a8 ssdewalll conmor and the paimtod ravs ofla cross-
wall. Dhermingg beasty cut of iranded soemery rouincsa
sentimorial sitschment 1o the landuage, and Roma a
Sacilian- Amorican Broob b b thevagh and theogh,

Fut Koma's Brookln resches far Tseyennd lalian
mcighbuorboods. Ako frasured in tbe curmnt cobibs
oo aire phedographes from his books Sl Moo,
obrcrvatsons from his ancocsral sland, (e Theee
Fulliars, & colloction of synagogue externes; sl Come
Sirrmcdizy, cineaatic shots of Dlack church servioes.

Rouma'’s prodees imto these comemunitses have shown
him where be i wokoome among hs borough nogh-
boes. Afier Sepacmber Dk, bis babs of phesographing
Jowih pemples carmod hm 8 srprise it from the FEL
i Navsncdeqy—crnginalby calbod ol Wk —boganas
aseries of exserion shots, Wihen be cxplained his progoo
10 o st e was imvited 00 documens Cad's peal

The pactuses from Come Sunkny are unlike Roma's
pectures oo daily life i Sicilian fckds and on Brooklyn
streets, For one thing. there s sharp contrast boiwoon
the bk skin of the parshoncrs and ther whate
Sankey chothing. The chorr-ugs i not standand Roma,
cither, bt it hand o imagne any other opton in the
tigghthy-puschod pows. What remains of Roma's siyie is
the arrmgrment of worminghy musdine moder lifke
it the beastiful, i crookaed, soene. Afber be beand 2

24

o nefier o his congrrzaton as aints.” be s
Rl s prrogect: Wy can't | ke pwo-dimenaonal
art of saines™™

Lo Sy was shot with a sell-lanh camcra,
Jary-rigged with five or siv kange fasdes and worn with
@ P that supporied 45 pousdh of Tanery pocks o
porwe thee iggh-waattagee evuipesent, Saitod in the whole
spparatngs, "1 hookied hike o mod bombeer,” be s,

Rowma bas been baikbing his own camoras almost
sinoe e began tking photographs. His photographer
friemads adminead o craft of his contraptions, o for a
while e comminaaoned camerss of his own desigm from
the machine dwogn that wsed 10 later Broodhn, Since
the venture failed he has kept his power ools in s shed
i hirs Coroomnwcaosd] Feights moss hoase.

The posw hoawie, the machine shogs, cven the bt
off shworwing i phaotograples in books rather than in
pallcrics sl poant 1o @ proforoncs for deingg things the
ool ol wary, 1 just want i ek somcthing that
et st dheurs wwars " e sas ol i bookcs, inwhich
pactares have boen pairod with essays by Henry Losas
Cates, Jr., Phallep Loguie, and othors.

Perbaps the st sIneciive socommpaem ing (om-
montury s from Moar & Sl o book availabie for
perasal 3 the cureest cxhitet, The suthor is am cle-
mentary sohool-apod Cancads T, Roma, CC 13, i
procssan’s son. The mforonces Ciancarko derss fnom
hin father’s pactures are simple but pencirsting. be
indaces an usderdying fecling from the marrage of his
onm imscamory with his obeervatsons of the phoso’s lyghe,
sculer, aned cxprosdon. A pood inanaton ko amone
bearning 1o bood @t photographn—inchading the Photo |l
stuscdents Roma loves b bross beat and reform.

The last pacture in S & Folf s of the Roma fam-
iy, 8 surprine among the begpon of images Roma bas
mude of perfeoty strangors. Rosu's aneypected soone
pocks a3 the edges of thone Boeders that soparne
oar familices from our freonds and oor surrousding
commuanity, beinging his viewer in as near, and as far,
s b stk himecl, *
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