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Thomas Roma's portraits and landscapes were made across four years in the gay cruising
ground of Brooklyn's Prospect Park. These intimate photographs of men and the woods in
which they cruise are surprisingly frank, given the fact that most of us (straight) people have
no idea what goes on in certain areas of our local parks, and would imagine more furtive
behaviour than posing.

Roma's new book, "In the Vale of Cashmere" is out now from powerHouse Books. In the
foreword, speaking in regard to the need during much of our history for gay men to meet in
secret, G. Winston James ponders "...the question of whether it is necessary, possible, and
valuable to have privacy in public."



"This book is not a review of architectural history and park design, but rather a photographic
examination of this particular urban landscape and its function vis-a-vis gay (sub)culture and
social and sexual desire. That is to say, this is not so much a book about a place in
Brooklyn's Prospect Park, as it is about the Black, Latino, and other gay and bisexual men
who frequent it at odd hours as a place."

An exhibition is showing now at Steven Kasher in New York, through December 19th, 2015.




